’94 STARS PROVING TO BE GOLD
The Ravens, Flames, Fairfax Stars, and Sure Shots all fall to New Kids on the Block!!! 

Johnny Mack and his Maryland Lady Shooting Stars ’94 (Gold) team continue to legitimize themselves as one of the elite programs in the state of Maryland.  With wins over the reigning Maryland State Champions, the Baltimore Ravens, and the Lady Wildcats, the Stars had begun gaining recognition, but still questions remained about their ability to beat a nationally ranked team.  In response, Coach Bailey of the ’94 Gold Stars, gave Director Johnny Mack the nod to enter his star-studded team in the most competitive winter league in the area—The Mag League-that is known to host several teams from the east coast who programs are considered to be the “cream” of the crop.

In the Mag League, Coach Bailey had scored impressive victories against the Baltimore Ravens and an extremely well-coached Fairfax Stars squad.  However, this past Sunday, he had the daunting task of preparing his team to face the #5 nationally ranked Maryland Flames, a team that has dominated the Washington-Metropolitan Area for the several of years.  Both the Flames and Stars entered this game 3-0 and as #1 seeds in their respective divisions.  With the Flames as already an established powerhouse in the Potomac Valley Region and the Stars “Gold” as the up and coming elite team in Maryland, the hype brought several private high school coaches to the gym along with eager spectators who are familiar with both programs.  


As advertised, both teams played with discipline, hustle, and moxie.  The Flames jumped out to a 10 point lead at the beginning of the game only to see the Stars maintain their composure to erase the deficit to only trail by 2 at the half.  The second half paralleled that of the first.  Each team made big shots when they counted.  The passing was crisp and the execution was almost flawless.  However, in the end, the Stars defense and speed proved to be the difference as they defeated the Flames 48-46.  After the game, Coach Bailey commented that he was proud of his girls but acknowledged that they still have a lot of work to do to prepare for the upcoming AAU season.  When talking with the players, they all agreed that the victory is a signature win, but stated that they could not really dwell on it because they had to focus on playing the Maryland Sure Shots, the #2 ranked team in Maryland, at 5:00 p.m.  Needless to say, the Stars triumphed in that game beating the Sure Shots 43-23.

